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READY OR NOT... THERE THEY GO!

President Bush’ s pl almsgparedwidespréad dpposittom i thevieaq StudynGrdup a q
Report and National Intelligence Estimate, top military and intelligence experts warned the president against
escalating the war and expressed dskgpticism about the odds of success from such a strategy.

Escalation othe war in Iraq has put an unprecedented and dangerous strain on our troops and National Guard.
Last week, a special Commission on the National Guard and Reserves released thaefmuhd 90% of our

National Guard units are not ready to go to Irag. The commission concluded that the readiness of the Guard is
“unacceptable” and i s t keendfter reeiving this hews, BresidéneBesh decided t8 5
increase the escalation further adding 8,200 more troops on top of his original plan to escalate by Pie500.

Ohi o National Guard doesn’t have the pr opheyarelemma i p me
asked to do.

U.S. NATIONAL GUARD READI NESS AT 35 YEAR LOW

The National Guard and Reservists of the United States are not properly equipped or trained to go into a war zone.
In fact, the Commission on the National Guard and Reserves reported in March 2007 that nearly 90 percent of
National Guard units are not ready to respond to crises at home and abroad. ' The lack of readiness is largely
attributed to a lack of necessary equipment. " The Commission on the National Guard and Reserves is an
independent body charged with making recommendations to Congress regarding needed changes in law and policy
to ensure that the Guard and Reserves are organized, trained, equipped, compensated, and supported to most
effectively protect the national security of the United States.

Inanother i ndi cation of the dire state StekenBlumwhonati onos
coordinates National Guard activities between the states and the Pentagon reportedthatGuar d r eadi nes s
so low in 35 years. In February 2007, Lt. General Blum reported that 88 percent of the forces in the United Stateso

Army National Guard are very poorly equipped. AWorse still, less than 45 percent of the Air National Guard units

have the equipment they need to deploy, the first time such a shortfall in equipment readiness has occurred in the

past 35 years,0 Blum said."

EQUIPMENT SHORTAGES LEAVE U.S. VULNERABLE

The lack of equipment has reached an unacceptable level and jeopardizes the safety of U.S. troops in a war zone.

The equipment and training shortages also make the nation vulnerable at home, leaving the National Guard with a
decreased ability to respond to natural disasters a
ready equi pment 0 iiwan&Resprveanitsl Irepartictlao, the cdmmission nétetl that,

fiequipment readiness of the Army National Guard is unacceptable and has reduced the capability of the United

States to respond to current and additional major contingencies, foreign and domest i c¢ . 0 thignsomth, thee r

Commission on the National Guard and Reserves released a report that states, AiThe | ack of suffi
equipment is a problem common to active and reserve components. In particular, the equipment readiness of the

Army National Guard is unacceptable and has reduced the capability of the United States to respond to current and
additional maj or contifthgencies, foreign and domest.i

LACK OF READINESS WI LL COST LIVES

In January 2007, Lt. General Steven Blum reported that the extremely low readiness of the United States National
Guard and Reserves will lead to American casualties. 6 I&m not as comfortable as some others seem to be in



accepting the low readiness levels here at home,6 Blum said. 6 ltcreates a problem. It will cost us time and time
will translate into lives.6 6

IRAQ ESCALATION PUTS STRAIN ON OHIO GUARD
AND OHIO HOMEFRONT READINESS

Early this year, Ohio National Guard officials stated thambers othe local Natonal Guarddo not have the
funding thathey so desperately need to fulfill their missions safely. One report stated that on average the Ohio
National Guard is only at about 60 percent readiness.

OHIOANS SENT INTO IRAQ WITHO UT NEEDED EQUIPMENT

The Ohio National Guard lacks sufficient equipment to carry out
their mission. The Cleveland Plain Dealereported that Mark BY THE NUMBERS
Wayda, director of government and public affairs for the Ohio
National Guard, said,i Ther eds a whol e h o s $378Billioh: [Bpent grslragtdidate Na t i o n
Guard just doesnd6t have or dpesno6t have of sufficie

their thission.o $13.3 Billion: Cost To OH taxpayers

Ohio was described as lucky for not having to leave their . ;
equipment behindinlrag. Al n many r egar ds, &:?1510000' #fiogtro?p%sgrwn)};’ 0O sdid

Wayda. AUnli ke Guard units fr Qther states, t ha
to |leave major eqlii pment beh :%133'%9;“(?0955'@351 0

The Government Accountability Office reported that the Ohio 30,7033_ # of OH troops (incl.

National Guard had only 51 percent of the needed equipment. The Afghanistan)

ClevelandPlain Deale reportedthat,t A The GAO i s l|less generous,

saying that inventories as of 14N ¢t ofei breops kidled o wed [Ohi 06
Guard with 51 percent of the equipment needed for war and nonwar

situations. ¢’ 27,796: # of National Guard serving

14.687: # of OH Guard and
Reservists

$5.6 Billion: Cost of Iraq Escalation

THE HIGH COST TO OHIOANS

The cost to the state and the nation as a whole has been significant, both in terms of dollars and in terms of lives
lost. Thus far, $378 billion has been spent on the war in Irag. Ohio taxpayers have contributed $13.3 billion to the
war effort. There are 135,000 troops serving in Irag, 30,703 troops have served in Iraq or Afghanistan from Ohio.
Ohio has lost 141 troops to the Iraq war. There are 14,687 Ohio National Guard and Reservists that have served in
the Iraq war. The estimated cost to escalate the war in Iraq is $5.6 billion. The escalation would force Ohio to
invest even more funding into the war. *

OHIO TROOPS STRETCHED TOO THIN

The war in Iraq has left the U.S. military stretched too thin. A report by the Center for American Progress
concluded that, fiThe active Army today is recklessly stretched far beyond recommended use, ultimately hurting our
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troops and dangerously depriving our count r*ySincef
the beginning of the war every combat brigade division of the Army has served at least one tour of duty in Irag or
Afghanistan. Many of the brigades have served multiple tours. 31 brigades have served two or more tours in Iraq
and 11 brigades have served three or more tours.*

The exhaustion has been so severe that the Administration has violated commitments made to the troops. The Army
has violated its own policy that recommends that once a soldier has been deployed for 12 months in a war zone,
they should return home for 24 months. This guideline was developed to protect the troops, ensuring ample time for
recuperation and retraining before returning to combat.™

In order to execute his escalation plan, the President is now sending troops back to Iraq who were so badly injured
during previous deployments that they cannot wear body armor. The Army's 3rd Infantry Division at Fort Benning,
Ga., is deploying troops with serious injuries and other medical problems, including troops who have been declared
medically unfit for battle. According to medical records, some are too injured to wear their body armor."

OHIO ACTION AGAINST THEW AR

An editorial from the ClevelandPlain Dealervoiced strong concern about the escalation of the war in Irag. The
editorial voices the concern of people across Ohio. The editorial stated, i | t '
percent bump i-especialty awhempns onesat the W hite Hpusedor Pentagon is saying just how long

itcanbesustained. Flash: It can't be sustainéd | ong enough

CONCLUSION

Escalation of the war in Iraq has put an unprecedented and dangerous strain on our troops and left Ohio vulnerable
to natural disasters and crises. To uphold the national security of the United States and assure the safety and
security of the state of Ohio, the escalation of the Iraq war must be stopped and mandatory protections for our
troops must be signed into law.

President Bush ignored warnings from state officials, the Commission on the National Guard and Reserve, the Iraq
Study Group and the National Intelligence Estimate and expanded his plan to escalate the war in Irag.

The onus now lies with the United States Congress to stop the escalation that is plunging the state of Ohio and the
entire nation into dire straits. President Bush has made it clear that he will not take action to secure our homeland
and protect our troops, so it falls to Congress to reverse the dangerous course in Irag.
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